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Dear Parents and Carers,
Re: Important Changes to Free School Meals — Apply Now for September 2026

We are writing to share an important national change to Free School Meals (FSM). From the start of the new
academic year, the eligibility criteria have been expanded to include children from all households receiving
Universal Credit, regardless of your household earnings.

Because many more families may now be eligible, we strongly encourage you to apply, even if you have applied
before and were not previously successful.

Why Applying Matters:

Applying is highly recommended because it could save your family money each week and ensures your child
receives a healthy meal at school. Depending on your exact financial circumstances, your child’s successful
application will fall into one of two categories:

e Targeted FSM: This provides free meals and allows the school to claim additional Pupil Premium funding
(extra resources for your child's education) and provides access to HAF holiday clubs.

e Expanded FSM: This entitles your child to a free meal, but it does not trigger the extra Pupil Premium
funding.

Please note: You do not need to figure out which category you fall into. The online check will automatically confirm
this when you apply.

If you have applied previously, you do not need to re-apply. Eligibility will be checked automatically at the end
of each academic year by the local authority, so you do not need to re-apply annually.

Who Should Apply?
Please submit an application if your household is in receipt of Universal Credit or any other benefits.

If your child is currently in Reception, Year 1, or Year 2, they already receive a free meal through the Universal
Infant Free School Meals scheme. However, if you are on Universal Credit, please still apply. This ensures your
child is properly recorded and helps the school secure funding.

How to Apply:
Applying takes only a few minutes. You can submit an application online via https://fsm.app.staffordshire.gov.uk/

If you prefer a paper form, require assistance with the application, or have any questions, please contact Ms S
Tompkinson, Business and Finance Manager via win-office@win.jtmat.co.uk or 01283 247570.

Kind regards,
Ms S Tompkinson
“Winshill Village: A Place to- Dream Big and, Learny Without Limits”
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